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King David is given a high profile in the Hebrew Bible. His story from keeping the
sheep, to fighting Goliath to his friendship with Jonathan, his many achievements 
as well as his shortcomings are all set out in the history books of 1 and 11 Samuel. 
In addition the psalms which we use at every mass and office are entitled the 
Psalms of David.  This church honors King David in the Drexel memorial window 
in the transept.  As I admitted on a number of occasions I am partial to the 2 Books
of Samuel with their great stories and narratives.  But I also mentioned in several 
sermons my annoyance with the lectionary readings which either leave out the 
nasty bits or simply don’t tell us the whole story in one sitting.  Last week we 
heard the juicy story of King David lusting after Bathsheba the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite and of David sending Uriah into the frontline of a battle to get him killed 
and conveniently out of the way. But there we left it last week.  Today is the 
second half of the story when with Uriah dead and Bathsheba’s mourning over 
David marries her and has a son. And most importantly we hear of God’s reaction 
to this outrage through the words of Nathan the prophet.  Nathan’s prophetic 
parable is one of the great moments of the prophetic tradition. As Nathan tells the 
story of the poor man’s lamb and the rich man’s arrogant dealings with him, David
is enraged and cries out “that man ought to die.”  At which outburst Nathan says: 
“You are the man!”  We hear of David’s confession of sin and then the reading 
finishes, leaving out the most important bit when Nathan tells David that the Lord 
has put away his sin and that David shall not die but the son born to Bathsheba, 
unnamed as yet because he is not yet 8 days old, he will die and does. It is not a 
pretty story and does not do much for our estimation of David. Nevertheless in 
Jewish tradition David was the model king in spite of all his sins and shortcomings,
the one from the Messiah would come. In like manner for us David is the 
important forebear of Jesus who was born of the lineage of David in Bethlehem, 
the City of David.    But returning to Nathan’s parable in today’s reading, there we 



hear of God’s care for the least, the little ones, for the poor and marginalized of 
society.  Nathan could be a modern Pope Francis in his continuing emphasis that 
the Church is there to serve the poor and the least among us. It is of course one of 
themes of the ministry of Jesus who reached out to the “tax collectors and sinners, 
to women, foreigners, to the lepers and all who were on the edges of the society of 
his day.  David misused his power by playing with people’s lives and disregarding 
them.  Lately and for good reason we have become familiar with the phrase “Black
lives matter.” Amen to that. So do lives of immigrants, of transgendered persons, 
of abused children and many more. But today’s reading reminds us that of course 
“all lives matter” to our God who made us and who so loved us that he gave his 
only Son so that we might have eternal life.

Today’s Gospel from John Chapter 6 is the continuation of the narrative which 
began with the Feeding of the 5000 which we heard last Sunday.   It is a story with 
which we are familiar and which as Father Patrick pointed out last Sunday is told 
in all four gospels.  The danger with these miracle stories in the gospels is that we 
can easily be distracted by the detail, about “the what and the how of it all” and 
miss the symbolism of the whole.  For me the Feeding of the 5000 signifies or 
symbolizes God’s abundant hospitality for all people. Five thousand is a large 
crowd, especially in remote Gallilee in the first century. That five thousand is all of
us, the whole of humankind.  What Jesus demonstrates in the miraculous feeding 
with the 12 baskets of leftovers is that our God loves and cares for and feeds all his
people. No one is left out. And there is more in reserve. If Nathan’s prophetic 
parable of the poor man’s lamb symbolizes God’s particular care for the least, 
Jesus’ Feeding of the 5000 symbolizes God’s abundant generosity available to all.  
Of course there is more to the text than that but the point needs to be made.  
Everyone is precious in God’s sight; no one is left out; all lives matter.

And finally we come to one of the great passages in the New Testament in which 
the writer speaks of our baptismal calling which is to do all we can to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; by bearing with one another; by equipping 
the saints for ministry; by building up the Body of Christ; and by speaking the truth
in love.   Those words need to be heard loud and clear in the Christian community. 
They are what we are all about. And especially as this parish moves into a 
transitionary period they need to be heeded even more.



Recently I was at a funeral for one of our fine priests, Father Chuck Howell, Rector
of Christ Church, New Brighton, on Staten Island, who died at 53 of congenital 
heart disease. The funeral was as sad as funerals get with many parishioners in 
tears at the loss of a much loved pastor. But what moved me most was to see a 
church full of people of every race, language, age, and class all together in one 
place, bound together in one faith, one baptism, by one Lord.  But not only that. 
Father Chuck was deeply involved and had given fine leadership in both 
ecumenical and interfaith work on Staten Island. There alongside the many 
Episcopalian clergy present were representatives of many Christian denominations,
Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox as well as representatives of Jewish and Islamic
communities and maybe other faith groups as well.  That funeral became for me a 
sign of the unity we all have in God, a unity which as Christians we believe is 
forged through the saving death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Each time we renew our baptismal vows we promise to seek and serve Christ in all
persons, loving our neighbor as ourselves and also to strive for justice and peace 
among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. 

Today’s readings remind us of God’s great love for the least and for all as well as 
of our calling to strive for unity, peace and justice among all people.  Let those 
sentiments inform our faith and life. Amen


